
Overview of steps needed for SGAs to 
participate in FCAS

Assess

• Technical and 
regulatory feasibility

• Commercial 
assessment

Prepare 

• Prepare site, 
metering 
arrangements, 
market IT systems

• Apply for FCAS after 
31 March 2023

• Demonstrate ability 
to provide FCAS and 
participate in FCAS 
markets

Participate

• Comply with NER 
and AEMO 
procedures

• Bid, be enabled for, 
and provide 
contingency FCAS

• Provide necessary 
data
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Assess

Assess Prepare Participate
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❖ Is the SGA’s participation in FCAS markets technically feasible? Which of the contingency FCAS 
markets are technically feasible to participate in?

❖ Do the current metering arrangements meet the FCAS specification?

❖ Are market IT bidding systems / control systems set up to facilitate FCAS market participation?

❖ Commercial assessment: costs of setup and application versus FCAS revenue benefit.
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Assess Prepare Participate
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❖ To apply to classify an ancillary service unit/load (ASL) for the first time, existing SGAs will need to submit an Application 
to classify a generating unit as an ancillary service generating unit and/or a load as an ancillary service load in the NEM. 
❖ This application form already exists and will be updated to provision for SGAs in time for 31 March 2023.

❖ SGAs will need to demonstrate their technical ability to provide FCAS (respond to frequency events), in accordance with 
AEMO’s Market Ancillary Services Specification (MASS).

❖ SGAs will also need to demonstrate the ability to bid (and be enabled for) contingency FCAS markets.

❖ The application and approval process for units registering for FCAS for the first time typically takes 4-6 weeks, depending 
on context/complexity.

❖ Once an initial application has been approved, the intention is that subsequent ASL classification applications will be 
submitted and managed via AEMO’s Portfolio Management System.
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Assess Prepare Participate
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❖ Ongoing understanding of compliance obligations, including but not limited to:
• NER
• AEMO procedures 

• (e.g. SO_OP_3705 Dispatch, SO_OP_3704 Pre-dispatch, Procedures for issue of directions and 
clause 4.8.9 instructions)

• MASS.

❖ Bid/rebid and be enabled for contingency FCAS.

❖ Respond to frequency events, as per FCAS enablement.

❖ Facilitate AEMO data requests to assess FCAS compliance.



Resources
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ASSESS PREPARE PARTICIPATE

• FCAS Market familiarity

• Guide to Ancillary Services in the 

National Electricity Market

• Relevant sections of the National Electricity 

Rules

• AEMO’s SGA Fact Sheet, to be updated 

prior to 31 March 2023

• AEMO’s Market IT Systems 

• FCAS technical requirements

• Market Ancillary Service Specification 

(MASS) v7.0

• BESS Requirements for Contingency 

FCAS Registration

• Wind Farms and Solar Farms Testing 

Requirements for Contingency FCAS

• Registration forms & guides to be updated 

before 31 March 2023:

• AEMO Register as an SGA web page

• Application to classify a generating unit 

as an ancillary service generating unit 

and/or a load as an ancillary service 

load in the NEM

• Guide for application to classify 

generating unit as an ancillary service 

generating unit and/or a load as an 

ancillary service load in the NEM

• Supporting Document – Information 

Form – NEM – Control Equipment 

Details

• Power System Operating Procedures

• AER - Rebidding and Technical Parameters 

Guideline

• AEMO’s Market IT Systems - Guides to offers 

and submissions

• FCAS compliance

• Market Ancillary Service Specification 

(MASS) v7.0

• FCAS Verification Tool v5.01 for MASS 

v7.0

• FCAS Verification Tool User Guide v4.1 

for MASS v7.0

Stay tuned through AEMO’s website: https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem/participate-
in-the-market/registration/register-as-a-small-generation-aggregator-sga-in-the-nem

https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/ancillary_services/guide-to-ancillary-services-in-the-national-electricity-market.pdf
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/participant_information/registration/small-generation-aggregator/small-generator-aggregator-fact-sheet.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/energy-systems/market-it-systems
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/stakeholder_consultation/consultations/nem-consultations/2022/primary-freq-resp-norm-op-conditions/market-ancillary-services-specification-v70.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/ancillary_services/battery-energy-storage-system-requirements-for-contingency-fcas-registration.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/ancillary_services/wind-farms-and-solar-farms-testing-requirements-for-contingency-fcas-registration.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem/participate-in-the-market/registration/register-as-a-small-generation-aggregator-sga-in-the-nem
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/participant_information/application-forms-and-supporting-documentation/application-to-classify-generation-and-or-load-as-asl-or-asgu.docx?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/participant_information/application-forms-and-supporting-documentation/application-guide-nem-fcas-asl-or-asgu.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/participant_information/application-forms-and-supporting-documentation/information-form-nem-control-equipment-details.docx?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem/system-operations/power-system-operation/power-system-operating-procedures
https://www.aer.gov.au/wholesale-markets/guidelines-reviews/rebidding-and-technical-parameters-guideline-2019
https://aemo.com.au/energy-systems/market-it-systems/electricity-system-guides/wholesale-it-systems
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/stakeholder_consultation/consultations/nem-consultations/2022/primary-freq-resp-norm-op-conditions/market-ancillary-services-specification-v70.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/ancillary_services/2022/external-fcas-verification-tool-v501-for-mass-v7.xlsx?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/security_and_reliability/ancillary_services/2022/fcas-verification-tool-user-guide-v41.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem/participate-in-the-market/registration/register-as-a-small-generation-aggregator-sga-in-the-nem

